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State 
Number of 

Constitutions 
Date of Current 

Constitution 
Approximate Word 

Length

North Carolina   3 1971   17,177

North Dakota   1 1889   18,746

Ohio   2 1851   53,239

Oklahoma   1 1907   81,666

Oregon   1 1859   49,016

Pennsylvania   5 1968   26,078

Rhode Island   2 1986   11,407

South Carolina   7 1896   27,421

South Dakota   1 1889   27,774

Tennessee   3 1870   13,960

Texas   5 1876   87,000

Utah   1 1896   17,849

Vermont   3 1793   8,565

Virginia   6 1971   21,899

Washington   1 1889   32,578

West Virginia   2 1872   33,324

Wisconsin   1 1848   15,102

Wyoming   1 1890   26,349

Source: Data from The Book of the States, vol. 47 (Lexington, Ky.: Council of State Governments, 2015), table 1.1.

As Figure 2.2 illustrates, the overwhelming majority of proposed constitutional 
amendments in Texas are approved by electors; 87 percent of all proposed amendments 
have been adopted since 1985. Almost all constitutional amendments are put on the 
ballot in odd years or in special elections. Unfortunately, the voter turnout during special 
elections is significantly lower than during general elections (see Figure 2.3). Since 1985, 
the average turnout in elections with constitutional amendments has been 9.4 percent of 
the entire voting-age population.45 Voter turnout remains alarmingly low even when the 
proposed amendment is relatively popular or controversial. For example, in 2007, when 
88 percent of voters approved school tax relief for the elderly and disabled in Texas, less 
than 7 percent of potential voters actually participated in that election. In 2003, voters 
approved twenty-two constitutional amendments, including a controversial limit on 
medical malpractice lawsuits, with a mere 9.3 percent turnout rate. In 2005, 76 percent 
of voters approved a constitutional amendment defining marriage as a union between a 
man and a woman. An amendment this controversial was based on a 14 percent voter 
turnout. Amending the fundamental state law with such low turnout rates raises serious 
questions about the nature of popular sovereignty in Texas.


